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mechanical harvesting, and Grass Carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella Val.), with some biological

controls currently being researched. However, use of the Grass Carp in Michigan is currently not

permitted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).

Water Chestnut (Trapa natans) is a non-native, annual, submersed, rooted aquatic plant that was

introduced into the United States in the 1870's, yet may be found primarily in the northeastern states.

The stems of this aquatic plant can reach lengths of 12-15 feet, while the floating leaves form a

rosette on the lake surface. Seeds are produced in July and are extremely thick and hardy and may

last for up to 12 years in the lake sediment. If stepped on, the seed pods may even cause deep

puncture wounds to those who recreate on the lake. Methods of control involve the use of

mechanical removal and chemical herbicides. Biological controls are not yet available for the control

of this aquatic plant.

5.0 KEY FINDINGS AND OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF BEAR LAKE

5.1 Key Watershed Findings

The watershed around Bear Lake is vulnerable to nutrient loads from surrounding agricultural lands

and residential development around the lake shoreline. The highly developed shoreline around Bear

Lake emphasizes the need for riparians to follow sound land use management practices to protect the

water quality of the lake. The abundant forested land and wetlands will help to reduce nutrients and

should be preserved. Furthermore, the low density of commercial or industrial development also

decreases potential pollutants to the lake from point-source locations. Land use activities around

Bear Lake may also affect the water quality of Little Bear Creek and eventually Bear Creek since the

water from Bear Lake exits there.
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